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If you’ve been in London’s clubbing scene, then there is no doubt you would’ve seen or at least heard of Parma Ham. They’re
known not only for their looks but also being a DJ at London’s well-known goth club ‘Slimelight’, fetish club ‘Torture Garden’, and

queer club ‘Monster Queen’.

| had the pleasure of spending the afternoon with Parma to chat about the scene & shoot some photos.

Hey Parma and thank you for your time today. Some people know you as a model, and others know you as a DJ in
London’s clubbing scene. What came first, the Dj’ing or modelling?

I’'ve been in images long before DJing, that said | don’t consider myself a model; | appear as myself in images, never as an
instrument to make clothes look good. Being in images just comes with having a strong visual identity, and | use shoots to spread
and develop that. I’'m also happy to be shot as a gender non-conformer (GNC) and be as visible as possible since fashion (and the

world) is lacking when it comes to trans and GNC representation.
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Where has been the most exciting place to Dj and why?

Possibly Torture Garden at the iconic Ministry of Sound because the sound system was out of this world. Or the Comme Des

Garcons Fall 2019 runway at Paris Fashion Week, which was a hugely unexpected honour to work with such a great designer.
You are also a gallery producer and curator, and last month went to LA? Can you tell me more about this?

My main hustle is contemporary art and exhibitions, and I’ve been producing books for the Serpentine Gallery in London for the
past five years. | recently curated my own exhibition at Lethal Amounts Gallery in LA on social media censorship and how it limits

outsider artists. The show was conceived because of my fear that life is moving closer to the digital, and that’s particularly

concerning for transgressive art, music, fashion and lifestyle — as social media has pretty strict puritanical rules.
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| feel social media has grown into a behemoth with way more control than it should, and a lot of us do not want to live the PG-13
lifestyle that it promotes. Recently Elizabeth Warren (who is running for US president in 2020) ran an online add campaign posing
that very question “Does Facebook have too much power?”, Facebook in return removed this, which is a huge below to both

democracy and the freedom of the internet.
Has art always been important to you?
| love art because art always has an “aboutness” meaning it is always about something outside of itself. Generally, | like anything

creative and as a DJ | promote music, as a curator | push artists, and | love to collaborate and work with designers. | also perform,

make art, and will be producing my own music soon.
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Do you have any upcoming plans/projects and events this year?

I’'m co-curating an exhibition with Sade English on the theme of Blackness (the colour) and its relationship to Blackness (the skin).
Then with Salvia, I’'m launching a range of ornamental Strap-on’s. I'm also excited to be DJing during Wave-Gotik-Treffen at the

fetish club night The Whip which will be on the Saturday during the festival.
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